7
“His Suffering and Our Salvation – Part 2”      Text – HC LD 16 NT Reading – Luke 23:26-56 


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Once upon a time, there was a little girl who lived in a big city.  
And this little girl liked to skip.  Wherever she went she would skip.  
And as she skipped she would whistle a happy tune, always.  
However, every day, as she went home from school, she had to pass through this big, dark, overgrown cemetery.  And some children who were watching her one day saw her skip, whistling happily, right through this cemetery.  The next day they asked her how she could skip and whistle, so happily, as she travelled through the big, dark, overgrown cemetery.  And she replied, “It’s easy, my home is just on the other side.”  
She knew that despite the dark and dreary nature of the cemetery, the delights and joys of home awaited her on the other side.

Now, this story serves as something of a parable for the life of a Christian.  
We too spend a lot of time travelling about the ‘big city’ of life.  
But for each us there comes a time where we must travel through the cemetery, so to speak, to get home.  
Unless the Lord returns soon, we each will have to go through death to get to heaven.  

Now, I have no doubt that each of us knows that heaven will be a place of delight and joy.  
Even though there are no words to truly describe just how glorious heaven will be, we all know that that is where we want to be in eternity.  

The question is can we face death with a similar attitude to that which the little girl faced the cemetery?  
What is it that makes us able to focus on the joy and delight of heaven to the point that we can cope with the big, dark, and overgrown spectre of death?  
And if we can, what does this mean for the way that we travel through the ‘big city’ of life now?

Well, the answer to these questions is what we are going to consider today.  As we focus on the scriptural account of the death and burial of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, this Lord’s Day reminds us that the Suffering of Jesus Reveals our SAlvation.  

And the particular focus of this Lord’s Day, as we continue to consider the articles of the Apostles’ Creed, is the death and burial of Jesus.  
Two points then for us to consider: 
the Reality of His death and Burial, 
and the Result of His death and burial.

Firstly then, the Suffering of Jesus Reveals our SAlvation, as we consider the Reality of His death and burial.  And here, we are particularly interested in Q/A’s 41 and 44.  

Congregation, Jesus Christ died and was buried.  
This is exactly what we read in Luke 23 and what we read about also in Matthew, Mark, and John.  
This is what we declared together when we recited the words of the Apostles’ Creed; Jesus Christ died and was buried.  
Before that, He endured a sleepless night without food and drink.
He endured being whipped with a flagrum; the result of which normally meant exposed veins, muscles, sinews, and even bowels.
The clothes that He wore removed and His own ones put back on despite all of these open bleeding wounds, and then Jesus was crucified on a cross.  
Then, according to Luke, He died immediately after saying, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  
On that cross “He breathed His last.”  
Luke tells us that the centurion witnessed this.  
Mark tells us that when Joseph of Arimithea came to ask for the body of Jesus, Pilate questioned the centurion as to whether or not Jesus had already died and was told that He had.  
Jesus died.  

Now, if He had at that moment come back to life, you can only imagine what might have been said, “He wasn’t really dead.”  
From time to time you hear news reports, don’t you, about people who claim to have died but to have come back to life.  They tell stories about bright lights and beautiful gardens.  Some will even roll out doctors who will say by all medical evidence we considered this person to be dead.  
And what do we all think when we hear this?  
Uh, uh.  Not dead.  Maybe close, but not dead.  
Maybe brain dead or heart dead, but not dead dead!  
Well, Jesus was dead dead.  
Medical experts are in full agreement that the blood and water that flowed from His side when the soldier pierced Him is evidence that the spear penetrated His dead and unbeating heart.  

And as a further demonstration about the reality of His death, He was buried.  
Luke tells us that His body was wrapped in linen cloth.  
John tells us that that the linen was soaked in a combination of myrhh and aloes that weighed 34 kilograms.  
And then His body was placed in Joseph’s unused tomb on the Friday evening, and it stayed there until Sunday.  

All of these things together then reveal to us the Reality of His death and Burial.

Now, in terms of the life and death of Jesus, the Apostles’ Creed is a chronological record; it records the events in historical sequence from first to last.  It starts with His conception and moves through to His burial.  But then we get this statement at the end, “He descended into Hell.”  
And we are very much helped by the answer that this Lord’s Day gives concerning this statement to understand what Scripture teaches us about it.  By way of explanation then, let me make a few introductory remarks about it.   
The statement, “He descended into Hell,” was not part of the original formulation of the Apostles’ Creed.  
The Apostles’ Creed began to be used in the third century AD.  
It was not until the sixth century though that that statement was added to the official creed.  
Before that, the statement was used and believed throughout Christendom, but was not officially part of the Creed.  
However, what it taught was felt to be so significant, in terms of the person and work of Jesus, that it was added in, as I said, in the sixth century AD.  

Now, in terms of its location in the Creed, we must not think that after Jesus was buried, “He descended into Hell.”  
This statement is not part of the chronology of the life and death of Jesus.  And we know this for a number of scriptural reasons.  
Now, you must pay careful attention here because this is not an easy subject to grasp.  
We know that Jesus was one person made up of two natures; divine and human; fully God and fully man.  
As a man, He possessed a body and a soul, just as you and I do.  
Now, Luke tells us in 23:43 that Jesus said to the thief on the cross, “Today, you will be with Me in paradise.”  
From this we know that Jesus was not going to spend three days “in Hell,” the place, before He arose from the dead; He was going to heaven.  
Also, in v46, Jesus said, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit.”  
Thus, at the moment of His death, just as happens to every believer, Jesus’ soul left His body and went to heaven to be with God, His Father.  
His body, as we have seen, hung on the cross for a while longer and was taken down and placed in Joseph’s tomb.
Human soul in heaven, human body in the tomb.  
And neither can we say that according to His divine nature He went to Hell.  
The divine nature is never separated from the human nature; His human nature cannot be in one place and His divine nature in another.  
In addition, according to His divine nature, Jesus is everywhere present; there is no place where He is not.  
Hell is not some small bubble that exists apart from the presence of God; some place where Jesus was only allowed for a special time after His death and before His resurrection.  

Well, what is meant then by the statement, “He descended into Hell”?  
Well, Hell is used in three ways in Scripture.  
In places such as Gen 42:38 and Psalm 16:10, it refers to the grave.  
In a place like Luke 16:23, it is used to describe the physical location; the place, of the damned.  
And in places like Psalm 116:3 and 1 Samuel 2:6 it is used to describe the most extreme sorrow and anguish.  
Turn with me please to Psalm 116.  “The cords of death entangled Me, the anguish of the grave came upon Me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.”  
Now, the word “grave” there is how the English translators have translated the Hebrew word Sheol, which is the Hebrew word for what we would call “Hell.”  

Here, Hell is used to describe the anguish, trouble, and sorrow of the Psalmist, who looked forward prophetically to the anguish, trouble, and, sorrow of Jesus. 
This, Brothers and Sisters, is how we are to understand the statement of the Apostles’ Creed regarding Christ’s descent into Hell.  

And it is in this that we see how the suffering of Jesus reveals our salvation.  
Yes, Jesus endured terrible physical pain and anguish.  
But Jesus also took the sins of all humanity upon His shoulders.  
Jesus became the cursed of God.  
Jesus was forsaken by God. 
Jesus was exiled from the covenant community as God withdrew His loving communion from Him.  
Jesus endured, within His body and soul, all of the just wrath of God against your sin.  
And after this agonising death, Jesus; the One who belonged in the throne room of heaven, was buried in a tomb on the earth.

We each deserved to spend an eternity in Hell.  And in the suffering and anguish of Jesus, He endured that punishment on our behalf.  He descended into Hell so that you would not need to.  
This is the glory that belongs to every believer through the Reality of His death and burial.       

And what this means for those who call upon His name in faith, is what we see in our second point as we turn to consider the result of His death and burial.

At the beginning of Luke’s Gospel, Luke explains to Theophilus, the person to whom he is writing, that he is providing him with the fruit of his research “so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”  
Theophilus obviously knew the story about Jesus’ death, but Luke wanted Him to have the ‘proof’ so to speak.  Luke wanted Him to know about the Reality of Jesus’ death and burial.  

The Apostle John also revealed the reason why he wrote his Gospel and it is a little different than Luke’s.  
There can be no doubt, though, that Luke would have shared John’s reason for writing.  
John says, in 20:31, “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”

	And so, as we consider the details surrounding the death and burial of Jesus, our interest is not purely medical, or forensic, or evidential.  The reality if His death and burial, while crucial, is not where we must end.  We end by asking how it is that Jesus’ death and burial reveals our salvation.  
	And the different facets of Scripture’s answer to this question are revealed in the words of this Lord’s Day.  
	Jesus Christ had to die and be buried to satisfy the demands of God’s truth and justice.  
	God was greatly offended by your sin.  His truth and justice demanded payment for your guilt.  

And the only payment that is appropriate for sin is eternal death; Romans 6:23a, “For the wages of sin is death.”   
	Jesus took your sin on His shoulders and paid the price.  
	But then there is Romans 6:23b, “But the free gift of God is eternal life.”  
	Because of Jesus death, not only is your sin paid for, but His righteousness is given to you.  

God freely gave to you what Jesus earned for you; eternal life.  

	And this is your justification.  
	Now, in God’s eyes, it is Just-as-if-I had not sinned.  Justify; Just–as-if-I had not sinned.  

This is a result of Jesus’ death and burial.

	In addition, Jesus Christ had to die and be buried so that your old self could be crucified, put to death, and buried with Him, so that the evil desires of the flesh may no longer rule.  
	And this we have seen over the last two Lord’s Days in our Ephesians series.  
	Formerly, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.  
	But now, because of His great love for us, God who is rich in mercy has made us alive with Christ.  
	Just as He died, so the body of sin and death that belonged to you has died.  
	You are a creature who is now governed by life, not death!  
	The life principles that govern your thoughts, words, and actions are not “sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”  

The life principles that govern your thoughts, words, and actions are “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  

	And this is your sanctification.  
	This is the process of being made holy that takes place in you each and every day.  


	Do you see the results of Jesus’ death and burial in your life?  
	Here, as we stand together at the beginning of a new year, can you say, with gladness, 
	“Yes!  I live for Christ, not for the devil.  
	I live to please God not to please myself.  
	My tongue and every word it speaks belongs to the Lord.  
	I desire to speak the truth, to speak what is wholesome, to speak less knowing that in many words there is bound to be sin.  
	I want to be kind and courteous.  

I want to rise when older people enter the room.  
I want to pay my workers what they are due and when it is due.  
I want to submit to all those to whom I am called to submit, joyfully.  
	I want to consider all the trials of life a joy.  

I want to obey my parents knowing that this pleases the Lord.  
I want to drive according to the law and giving full consideration to everyone else on the road.  
	I want to imitate Jesus!”?  


	I expect that in hearing this description of the sanctified life you are probably hearing some things that enable you to give thanks for the evidence of the Spirit’s activity in your life, but other things remind you that there is much work, by the Spirit, to be done in your life.  


	This then is why we close, once again, by focusing on the words, “He descended into Hell.”  
	Q/A 44 reminds us that these words “assure me that in times of personal crisis and temptation, that Christ my Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of soul, especially on the cross but also earlier, has delivered me from the anguish and torment of hell.”  


	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, there are three words that Jesus uttered on the cross that Luke does not record in his account.  
	Those words are “It is finished.”  
	The payment for your salvation has been made.  

The work needed to secure your salvation is done.  
Nothing you do can earn your salvation, contribute to your salvation, or strengthen your salvation.  
It is finished!  
	You must look to Jesus.  You must live for Jesus.  You must live thankfully.


	And so, skip, whistling a happy tune, through the big city of life!  

And when the time comes for you to die, be assured that in His death and burial, your death is the doorway to eternal life.  
Do not fear the grave.  For on the other side of the big, dark, and overgrown cemetery lies your eternal home.  Amen.


